Jennett has set out a detailed analysis of an unselected series of blunt head injuries to determine not only the incidence but whether groups could be defined where the risks of epilepsy were demonstrably higher. The risk of early epilepsy being followed by late epilepsy is confirmed but it is also encouraging to have confirmation that the risk of late epilepsy in an uncomplicated head injury is very small. Attention, however, is directed to the much higher incidence after complicating factors such as intracranial haematoma and penetrating depressed fractures. These facts point the way to a more sensible attitude towards the use of prophylactic anticonvulsant drug therapy in the future and to a more certain prognosis.
The book is confined to this analysis, which gains value from the length of follow up achieved. Treatment is not discussed but there are plentiful references to the literature. The author has done much to clear a very confused ground and his analysis will be valuable to the doctor in his advice to the patient, and also in the medico-legal field.
WALPOLE LEWIN
A Textbook of Surgical Pathology by Sir Charles Illingworth CBE MD chM PRCPS(Glas) FRCS (Ed) and Bruce M Dick MB FRCS(Ed) FRCS (Glas) 9th ed pp viii+696 illustrated London: J & A Churchill 1963 To the academic pathologist pathology is indivisible, united by the basic tissue reactions referred to as general pathology. To clinicians, some aspects are of more interest than others. 'Illingworth & Dick' has long filled a need for a straightforward, concise account of those pathological conditions of most concern to surgeons and has now reached its ninth edition. The latest version shows an interesting contrastbetween the time-honoured illustrations of patients with elephantiasis or Hodgkin's disease on the one hand and accounts of the homograft reaction and the hmmodynamics of congenital heart disease on the other. With the extension of transplantation techniques the time may come when almost every disease from chronic nephritis to diabetes mellitus is treated by radical surgery. The scope of surgical pathology may thus be said to be expanding at such a rate as to endanger its survival as an entity. The authors may well be aware of this dilemma, since they are obliged to discuss portal hypertension without giving an account of hepatic cirrhosis and to write on mitral stenosis without describing the pathology of rheumatic carditis.
At present, however, the book retains its usefulness, particularly to those preparing for the PRcs; but, as the preface to the first edition warns, such readers will need a fuller knowledge of general pathological phenomena than is given within its covers. The book is pleasantly written and does not incorporate a bibliography. The illustrations are of varying usefulness and the index is adequate. W There is an account of early pharmacology and chemical pathology, endocrinology, nutrition and cancer research, antisepsis and antibiotics, and the synthetic drugs bring the story to modem times. In the essay on chemistry and genetics the reader is introduced to Garrod, the neurospora researches and deoxynucleic acid. This is a book which anyone may read with interest and profit. It is well sometimes to stand back from the sweep of modem research to see the rather sharp controversies which laid down our roots so well. The names of Lavoisier, of Wohler and of those who recognized the vital nature of yeast fermentation will always stand out. But to the reviewer, the most remarkable figure was that of Boerhaave of Leiden, circa 1700, who for 20 years 'remained in more or less complete control of the teaching in medicine and the associated sciences and was able to co-ordinate the curriculum in a way not attempted before', because his 'sweep included chemistry, biology and medicine'. the family, the thinking is coloured by the needs of the growth and development of the individual child within family, school and community. All the authors write out of hospital and domiciliary experience, with a consistency unusual in a multiauthor textbook; this is not, one feels, because of clever editing, but rather because it is the authentic native language. The reviewer could rise for a moment from his posture ofenthusiastic salutation to adopt a critic's combative stance. In a condensed account of 'mongolism' the statement that 'the diagnosis can only be made with absolute certainty by chromosome studies' is academically exact rather than helpful. Everyone concerned will really want to be absolutely certain, and who is to perform 2,000 chromosome studies every year? To advise radio-iodine uptakes for suspected cretins and to omit reference to the protein-bound iodine strikes oddly. On the circumcision of toddlers does the prophecy of years of emotional disturbance reflect a controlled study or just the popular belief of the moment? It would be nice to know. But these are carping comments on a generally first-class book. The author of this book has based his child guidance on a firm foundation by educating all the workers concerned in the care of children in his area in the disciplines of child psychiatry, and the usefulness of treating emotional disorder in children at an early stage. This book contains much that is of value. It outlines the nature of the team needed to deal with emotional problems in children, defines the function of each of its members and stresses the point, so often neglected, that the emotionally disturbed child is part of a family containing other disturbed people who need treatment and education. Dr Howells's team works in close co-operation with general practitioners, school medical officers and health visitors. Dr Howells recognizes that somatic disorder must be defined and treated where present, since it may be the origin of emotional disturbance, school failure, or psychosomatic symptoms which seem hysterical. The account of the way in which Dr Howells set up his clinic is extremely interesting. The ratio of his staff to his patients would seem beyond the wildest dreams of people working in areas less blessed with a sympathetic interest in the subjectit is therefore heartening to discover that Regional Hospital Boards and voluntary bodies can be persuaded to equip such an estab-lishment more than adequately. The book ends with an impressive chart of the types of care provided by Dr Howells's unit which, in itself, will provide an introduction to child guidance for those unacquainted with its disciplines. Army 1963 The second volume of the History of Internal Medicine in World War II, which is part of the total series prepared by the US Army Medical Department, is concerned with clinical descriptions of certain infectious diseases and their impact on military operations in the types of conditions often to be found only when non-immune populations enter the area of an endemic disease. As a history of the work on infectious diseases by the Army Medical Service in the various theatres of war in which US Forces operated it is an impressive record, not least because of the difficulties which must inevitably occur in utilizing the opportunities for investigation and collection of data in active service conditions. But it is very much more than that. Although many of the cases have already been reported in the medical press, their inclusion in this volume brings into focus experiences which should be studied by all who may be concerned with the health and welfare of groups in conditions which invariably arise in war but may well occur in other circumstances. Not unnaturally, in view of the nature of many of the campaigns in which the US Forces were engaged, much of the record deals with tropical diseases and with the occurrence of non-tropical disease in tropical conditions. It can therefore be regarded as a valuable supplement to the standard works on these aspects of internal medicine, not only for the Service medical officer but also for the student. J HARRISON The Scientific Basis of Medicine -Annual Reviews 1963 edited by the British Postgraduate Medical Federation pp ix +348 illustrated 40s London: University ofLondon The Athlone Press 1963 The increasing volume of medical research tends to swamp the clinician, and its fragmentation tends to isolate the research worker from his colleagues in other fields. Both feel an increasing need for predigested knowledge which is authoritative and up to date, so that reviews, abstracts,
